115

CHAPTER 15: THOMAS FLEMING STEVENSON FULTON (1887-1974).

Thomas Fleming Stevenson Fulton was born in NevacljwManchuria, on the 96
February 1887, the oldest of three children of Rénomas and Barbara Fulton. He was given
his middle names in memory of Rev. Dr. Fleming 8teon (1832-188@jet.Fig.12-177Wwho had
been Convener of the Irish Presbyterian Foreigrsidis

In 1888, still in his first year of life, Flemingearly died of
small poxet.r.94) The family moved to live in the capital of
Manchuria, Mukden, in 1889 and in 1894 Fleming miaigdirst
visit to Ulster at the age of seven. He went taostlat the ‘School
of Sons of Missionaries’ in London, which had béamded in
1842 and moved to a purpose built site shown lalackheath,
in 1857. It remained there until 1912 when it modesvn the road
to Mottingham, where it became known as Eltham&@@land still

exists today. A famous graduate was Eric LidgkelFig.19-26). vl g

Fig.15-1 Missionary School, 1905
Fig.15-2 Fleming Fulton, 1896.

Fleming was recorded at Eltham
College in a 1902 exam certificate for
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and passed the Examination for JUNIOR Students prescribed by the
Regulations of the Syadicate for conducting the Examination of
Students not Members of the University, satisfying the Examiners in
the compulsory subjeots, namely,

DicTATION AND AmTmMETIO,
and in the 1 & following sections or parts of sections:

It seems likely that he remained g
there until entering Queens College

Medical School, Belfagket. Fig.11-11)in
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Fig.15-4 Exam Cert. 1902.

Fleming was at Queens College Belfast when it
received its charter in 1908 as Queens Universiyalt
Medical School and graduated with an MB in 1912 and
DPH (Diploma in Public Health) in 1913.

This photograph might have been taken during his £
houseman year in Belfast or in his first year ofiroal work
in Rochdale, Lancashire.

Fig.15-5 Dr. Fleming Fulton, 1913/1914.
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On the 3% September 1914, four weeks after the outbreak\aflad shattered the
peace of Europe, he married, Mary (May) Elizabetbris at Cooke Centenary Chureh.Fig.1s-
13). This church, where the Lyons had worshipped fargewas named after the famous Ulster
Presbyterian Rev. Henry Cooket.Fig.9-16)with the foundatlon stone Iald in 1888 on the'100
anniversary of his birth. B - e

Fleming and May’s son Terence
would describe the wedding reception at
their golden anniversary in 1964.

“History does not relate the goings on at the
reception but the photo of the bridal party is ¢ece,

matched only by the upright bearing of the handsome =S
young men of whom none was more personable than ti®
bridegroom. After the reception at Valere, the happ

couple departed for their honeymoon in Edinburgth an
the Trossachs.”

Fig.15-6 James Lyons, William Lyon&leming Fulton, May Lyons, Norman Fulton, Victor Lyons
Fred Lyons, Annie Lyons, Kathleen Fulton, Ruth (Sheard) Lyons.

Chapters 16 & 17 are being devoted to a detailedwatt of the Lyons and Sherrard
families but a brief description of Fleming’s inala is presented now.

May Lyon’s father, Thomas Henry Lyons (1857-190&s born in Killyclogher
Townland, Omagh, County Tyrone, the second chilgtoént farmer Thomas Lyons (1817-
1892) and his wife Anne Jane (Armstrong)
Lyons (1825-1904).

May’s mother, Ruth Sherrard (1855-
1845), was born in Owenbeg Townland,
Dungiven, County Derry, the sixth child to
tenant farmer James Sherrard (1802-1892)
and his wife Elizabeth Jane (Hume) Sherrarc.
(1813-1901).

,_,/Z,,m; LY osank, BELPAST : /Z/////./ Lok BELFAST
Fig.15-7 Thomas Hencyons & Ruth Sherrard

Thomas Henry Lyons left the County Tyrone familgnficand moved to Belfast as a
young man to work as a manufacturer’s agent irittea trade.

Ruth Sherrard similarly left the County Derry faynihrm and moved to the city to work
as a milliner. They married in Holywood Presbyter@@hurch in 1885 and moved to live in
Rosetta Avenue and then Valere, Rosetta Park, &elfdere May was the second of their six
children, (Fred, May, Annie, Willie, Jim and Vic)dyorn between 1887 and 1898.

Her father died in 1906 at the age of 49 and furttegyedy was to engulf the family in
the form of the Great War of 1914-1918.
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Fleming continued his work in Rochdale but on tfeABigust 1915 he joined the Royal
Army Medical Corp (RAMC) as a Lieutenant and waieted in France for the next four
years.

The RAMC operated the Army’s ‘Front Line Medical itéhin France. Each unit was a
highly organized series of stations linking thetle&ield or trenches with a ‘Base Hospital’

which was often situated on the coast for easyueatamn.
“Once admitted to a Base Hospital, Tommy had aoreaisle chance of survival. Of Base Hospital admoissi 10% died; 60%
were evacuated; 30% returned to duty.”
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The journey to the Base
Hospital was via an ‘Advanced
Dressing Station’ (ADS), which had|
limited medical facilities, through
stretcher relay posts every 1,000
yardsto the ‘Main Dressing Station’ == - == g an oo 1 :
(MDS), which could provide first aid. Fig.15-8 Advanced or Main Dressing Station. Fig.15-9 Stretcher Relay Post.

From the MDS wounded moved on to the ‘Casualty igaStation’ (CCS), which was
the first large, well equipped medical facility mften miles from
the front. It was able to retain and treat casés tantravel, while
evacuating others often via a railway infrastruetur

In 1916 alone 750,000 wounded were evacuated from
CCSs in France. Many of the sites of the CCSs bedarge
military cemeteries.

Each ‘Front Line Medical Unit’ required 10 medical
officers. In 1914, at the outbreak of war, the RAK& a total of
200 medical officers but by July 1916 there wer@QO0.

Fig.15-10 Casualty Clearing Station.

The famous RAMC poem read in part:
“We carry no rifle, bayonet nor bomb but follow lrethin the rear,
Of VC’s not many they sz0
Yet are earned every,da
In a quiet sort of wdyy the RAMC.”

In WWI, the RAMC lost a total of 470 officers
and 3,669 other ranks.

This was Fleming'’s official Medal Card, which
was filed at the National Archives in London. Ibsled
that he served in France starting as a Lieutenant o
3/8/1915. He was promoted to Captain in July 1916 a}
over the course of his four years of duty was aeerd
three medals: Star, British & Victory Medaét Fig15-12)

Fig.15-11 Captain Feng Fulton’s Medal Card.
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RAMC Medical Officers did not get assigned Regiment
numbers so it is impossible to know exactly whéeytserved at
any particular time in the RAMC system but theyspiaably
moved around to where they were most needed.

We do know that Fleming was in France and did eetlss
family for four years.

s

Fig.15-12 Star, British & Victory Medals.

His name appears on the Cooke Centenary HonouaRthle church where he was
married in 1914.

Sadly on the Cooke Centenary ‘In Memoriam’ plaquehe left hand side of this photo
are the names of two of
Fleming’s brothers-in-
law, Willie and Victor
Lyons, who had stood
either side of him in
1914 in that wonderful
wedding photograph.

Fig.15-13 Cooke Centenary ‘In Memoriam’ & ‘Honour Roll".

Willie was a Captain in the
Royal Lancashire Regiment when he
died in July 1916 at the start of the
Battle of the Sommget.Fig.17-34). !

He was one of 72,191 soldiers §
missing with no known grave, betwee
1915 and 1918. They were
commemorated at the Thiepval
Memorial. His name is engraved in the
Portland stone of the memorial.

He was awarded the Star,
Victory & British medals and
posthumously the Military Cross for
‘Exemplary Gallantry’.

He was also remembered at the V
Queens University War Memorial. Fig.15-14 Capt.W.T.Lyons, MC.

ULSTER AND THE WAR. s
Captain
THE LATEST CASUALTIES. William Thomas Lyons
W MC
8th Bn., King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) who died on 18 July 1916 Age 24

Belfast Captain Killed.

QONNTY ANIHIN. OFTIORRS PATL Son of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Lyons, of Valere, Rosetta Park, Belfast.

The preseat heavy fighting contioues to exact

| considerable toll of North of Ireland officers, i

| & ot 7 o] Remembered with Honour
\ the following :— Thiepval Memorial

KILLED.
Captain W. T. Lyons.
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In Memory of
Second Lieutenant

Victor was the youngest in the Lyons family. Heddied as Robert Victor Lyons
a private in the North Irish Horse and in June 19&8% promoted tQ e wenno e e tinen, Royalisn Rifes uho e on 24 Marc 1918 Age 2
a 2" Lieutenant in the Royal Irish Rifles. He died itian in b Rl pd el
March 1918 defending the same ground that his brdthd died sie-miciibind
taking in 1916. e

He is remembered at the Pozieres !FURTHER ULSTER LOSSES.
Memorial, which relates to the period of = BELFAST OFFICERS
crisis during March and April 1918 when LI e

. . FAMILY'S DOUBLE SACRIFICE.
the Allied 8" Army was driven back by RANK AND FILE CASUALTIES,

The flewing offver casualties arefreporied

overwhelming numbers across the former &= o e
Somme battlefields before the ‘advance teui i Vit b
victory’, which began on the"8August 4l
1918. There were 14,656 casualties durir
this ‘crisis period’ with 1,380 soldiers
unidentified, including Victor Lyons.

His name is engraved in the
memorial stone and his medal card recor
the awarding of the Victory and British

Medals(re. Fig.15-12).

Royal

ieut. R. V. LYONS,
Valere, Rosetta Park, Bel

Fig.15-15 Lieut. Robert Victor Lgns.

Victor’s older brother, Jim Lyons, like his brothétfillie, was a Captain in the Royal
Lancashire Regiment but he survived and was awalaellilitary Cross for ‘Conspicuous
Gallantry'.

After the war Fleming continued his medical worlclba t:ljwi; tui wf
in Rochdale before moving to Southend around 1Bli9son / )M b Nénce
Terence recorded his parent’'s nomadic life in thary after the o sevowe
war g _ swilht nd .

. . ) ) ( §i0-1 {(,/ s A firaie

In 1920 Fleming returned to the land of his bitlorking . Ve bia) .
as a Medical Officer of Health in Shanghai, whightiben had a '{f; 4 p : ,’/'- ) /f‘if.f -
population of nearly 2 million. Health concerns sad them to JJ,;,‘;LJ Loy Teaudon .
return to the UK in 1921, with posts in Whitehebiftingham Apiil 1926 -Hp 196 Faaadeua

and Pembroke, before finally settling in BelfasiBR3.

Fig.15-16 Terence’s Location List

Fig.15-17 ChireeBlemorabilia;
Shanghai 1920.
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For the next thirty years Fleming bece apioneer of the school medical servi, ending
up as Senior Officer of Health for Schools and dgping a special interest in handicapg

children.

In his position as chairman of t
N.I. Orthopaedic Services he was clos
involved with the development of
multidisciplinary school to teach childr
with cerebral palsy.

The Belfast Education Authori
opened Mount Collyer House in 1957 |
soon renamed it ‘Fleming Fulton Scho
in his honour.

The official motto was ‘Faitl
Friendship, Service’ (F.F.S.) and t
prevailing philosophy ‘One Step a
Time’.

On returning to BelfasFleming and May lived in Shandon Park, Bel, where

New spastics
school named

BELFAST  Corporation Educa-
tion Committee decided to-day
to call the new school opened for
spastic children in Mountcollyer
House the Fleming Fulton School.
This will perpetuate the name of
Dr. Fleming Fulton, who was the
pioneer of the school medical ser-
vices in Belfast, and is at present
chairman of the Northern Ireland

Council for * Orthopaedie Develop- !

ment. .

Dr. Fulton was the city's first
School Medical  Officer, and
occupied that = position  from

January, 1923, until his retirement
in March, 1953.

The school, opened last Monday,
provides day tuition for 23 handi-
capped children. It forms the
nucleus of a school for physically
handicapped which the Education

Authority intend to develop.

Fig.188 Fleming Fulton Schoo

their second child, Elizabeth Sherrard was borb9n3.

In 1926 they moved short distancto a house ahe junction of Knock an
Kensington Roadcalled ‘Pasadena’. This was to become the fahome for 36 year

Fig.15-19 May, Terence & Betty 192:

Fig.15-Fasadena & garden: Betty, May, Terence, Kathleen &leming.

Terence wroteEventually in 1926 they entered their life’s homtePasaden
and there they createdgarden not just of flowers but a garden of fragr®vely and lastin
friendships which go on blooming perpetually. Thikink is their crowning glory and this

why we, the family, thank them from our he.”

May’s mother, Ruth, would join theat Pasadena as would Fleming’s

father, Thomaspn returning from 56 yeain Manchuria in 1941.

Fig.15-21 May, Ruth and Terence .
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Fleming retired from his medical duties in 1953. &hel May
moved to a purpose built home at Lennoxvale, Belfa$962 in the
grounds of their daughter’'s home, which was clésdroth their two
children and nine grandchildren.

Fleming was an avid gardener and spent his retinegears
creating wonderful floral displays for the neighboand in his garden,
described by Terence.

“They created a garden of dahlias, tulips, delphirs, cosmos, sweet peas and roses, which we|

a joy to behold. Many a basketful brightened theése of their neighbours and friends.”

Fig.15-22 Fleming & May, Lennovale.
They had maintained their involvement with Knock$tryterian Church but in 1969

Fleming relinquished his duties as Clerk of Sessgfter 15 years and the event was recorded in
the church bulletin:
“Dr. Fleming Fulton had a
remarkable talent for
administration, a gift for
leadership and distilled the
wisdom of his wide
experience of men and
affairs.”

411 that he undortook was accomplished with a quiet unassuming efficiency,
evidence in itself of natural ability but, more important still, evidence of the
fact that his work emongst us wes inspired by his great love for the Church and
undertaken in the neme of a loving Heavenly Father. None of those who were
priveleged to heer them will forget the kindly and understanding worde he used in
welcoming young communicents when introduced to the Session prior to their first
commmion. These short and simple addresses were deeply moving, reflscting as
they did the sincerity and humility of* the man who delivered them,

In other fields, particularlv in that of the noble calling to which he
devoted his professional life, Dr. Fulton's achisvements heve been signelly
honoured. ¥hen we, in our turn, express our gratitude to him for all he hes done
for Knock we cannot forget that he has had throughout the support of lirs. Fulton,
his gracious and charming partner, vho has so generously concerned hersclf with so
meny church activities. The continuing presence of Dr. and Mrs. Fulton with us
cheers us with the knowledge that this happy essociation is still ours to cherish.

Fig-23 Knock Presbyterian Church. Fig.15-24 Knock Church Bulletin.

Thomas Fleming Stevenson Fulton passed away d@i'tBanuary 1974, at the FLEMING
age of 87. His obituary described his ‘devotiomémdicapped children.” Senior boys FULTON

from Fleming Fulton School attended the funerahair request. DIES
Fig.15-25 Obituary Fleming Fubin. AT 87
May moved DR FLEMING

TULTON, who has died at
the age of 87, was chiel
schoole” medical officer for
30 years, from 1923. He
get up the schools® medical
service, and through it
developed a special “inter-
est in handicapped chil-
dren.

When tihe Orthopaedic
Development Council, of
which Dr. Fulton was
chairman for many ¥years,
set up the Flem}ng_ﬁ‘ulton
School for handicapped
children, it was named
atter him in honour of his
devotion to the children.

Born in Manchuria, the
son of a missionary, the
Rey. Dr. Thomas Cosby
Fulion. Dr. Fleming Fulton
qualified in Belfast in
1912, and gained his Di-
ploma of FPublic Health in
1913.

to live closer to her
son, Terence, who
visited her daily in
her later years. She {
was pictured here in ‘*f», & d
1982 with two of her
great grandchildren.  Fig.15-26 May Fuilton, 1982.

May (Lyons) Fulton passed away on thd'27
July 1985 at the age of 97.

Fleming and May Fulton were both buried in

| He served in the Royal
| Army Medical Corps

during the war, and 1ater
; was MOH in Shanghai for

the family grave at Dundonald Cemetery with his ‘ e i suriveg by s

> Tarence, a consultant sur-
geon in_the Royal Vieforia
Hospital, and his daughter,
i Betty, who is married to
" amother consultani, M.
Sinclair Irwin.

father. Fig.15-27 Fulton Grave, Dundonald.

The three words on the grave below all their naraesrded what Rev. Thomas
Cosby Fulton described in his book as, ‘The Fultwito’: ‘After Labour, Rest'.



